46          THEODOEE EOOSEVELT AND HIS TIME

The manner in which the law was enforced during the
first six years justified this view. In many instances its
administration was a sham, and in all instances no effort
was made to detect, expose and punish violations of either
its letter or spirit. There was no more peaceful abode of
official life in Washington in May, 1889, than the serene
home of the Civil Service Corn-mission when Theodore
Roosevelt, in abounding health and vigor from his six years
of ranching and hunting life, walked in and took possession,
after the retirement of the incumbents. While he was nom-
inally one of a Commission of three members, from the
moment of his entry he was, in the words of the newspapei
correspondents at Washington, himself the whole Commis-
sion. This was true, so far as leadership in its activities
was concerned, but he was 'cordially supported by Hugh S,
Thompson, whom President Harrison had appointed a mem-
ber at the same time, and later by John E. Proctor, who was
added to the Corn-mission in December, 1893.

Of these two associates Roosevelt always spoke in the
highest terms. In his * American Ideals' he says:

"I was myself a Republican from the North. Messrs
Thompson and Proctor were from the South, and were bott
Democrats who had served in the Confederate armies; anc
it would be impossible for any one to desire as associates
two public men with higher ideals of duty, or more resolute
in their adherence to those ideals.''

When in 1869 Charles W. Eliot became President of Har-
vard University and introduced radical changes, Olivei
Wendell Holmes said of him that he "turned the whole Uni
versity over like a flapjack." A revolution, no less com
plete, took place immediately in the Commission's peacefu
home. Roosevelt entered upon his duties on May 13, 1889
Accompanied by Commissioner Thompson, he went almos'
immediately to New York and conducted an investigatioi
of the manner in which the Civil Service Law was adminis
tered in the Custom House there. On June 5, the Commis
sion published a report in which it declared that examina